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GC13 INDICATORS

• General Comment No. 13  
GC13: The Right of the Child to Freedom from all Forms of Violence

Related to Structure

Question 1
Has the country ratified the CRC, CRC-OPAC, CRC-OPSC, CRC-OPCP, the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its 
Optional Protocol and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT)?
Question 2
Has the country withdrawn any declarations and reservations to the 
CRC, CRC-OPAC, CRC-OPSC and CRC-OPCP, CRPD and CAT which are 
contrary to the object and purpose of the CRC or otherwise contrary to 
international law?
Question 3
Has the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment 
No.13 (2011) on ‘the right of the child to freedom from all forms of 
violence’ (GC13) been translated into local languages and 
disseminated widely?
Question 4
Is there a Comprehensive Policy Strategy (CPS) which ensures the 
coordination of measures to promote optimal, positive child-rearing 
and to prevent and respond to all forms of violence against children of 
all ages at national and administrative levels, including governorships, 
municipalities, districts and villages?
Question 5
Is the above-mentioned CPS grounded in GC13?
Question 6
Does it promote optimal, positive child-rearing as the ultimate goal of 
child protection efforts, over and above preventing and responding to 
violence?
Question 7
Does it promote a child rights approach to child protection: i.e. an 
approach which respects the dignity, life, survival, well-being, health, 
development, participation and non-discrimination of the child as a 
rights-bearing person rather than as an ‘object’, ‘victim’ or passive 
recipient of services?
Question 8
Does it outline the steps needed to build the capacity of duty-bearers 
to fulfil their obligations to children (i.e. the State, state actors, 
professionals, community members and caregivers)?

http://crc-indicators.earlylearning.ubc.ca/index.php/group/overview/gc13


Question 9
Does it outline the steps needed to build the capacity of children 
themselves, as rights-holders, to claim their rights to protection and 
optimal, positive child-rearing?
Question 10
Does it guarantee the right of the child to be heard and to have his or 
her views taken seriously in all matters and at all stages?
Question 11
Has it been prepared with the participation of all relevant stakeholders 
including children themselves, civil society organisations, families, 
professional and academic associations and cross-sectoral senior 
government representatives?
Question 12
Does it include legislative, administrative, social and educational 
measures to take at the national, urban, peri-urban, rural and hard to 
reach areas of the population?

Question 13
Does it set out an effective and coherent system of prevention of 
violence, identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatment, 
follow-up and judicial involvement?
Question 14
Does it address the gender dimensions of violence against children?
Question 15
Does it emphasise and prioritise the need for primary (general) 
prevention of violence?
Question 16
Does it recognise the importance of working with, and supporting, 
families, extended families and communities in promoting optimal, 
positive child-rearing and preventing and responding to all forms of 
violence against children?
Question 17
Does it recognise and build on children’s resilience and protective 
factors?
Question 18
Does it address the particular needs of children in potentially 
vulnerable situations?
Question 19
Does it have clearly identified financial, human and technical resources
allocated to its implementation?
Question 20



Does it outline clear and transparent mechanisms to ensure effective 
coordination at central, regional and local levels, between different 
sectors and with civil society, including the empirical research 
community?
Question 21
Does it have easily understandable terms of reference, clearly outlining
roles and responsibilities, and monitoring and accountability 
mechanisms to hold stakeholders to account?
Question 22
Is it linked to other relevant CPSs (for example, plans and mechanisms 
for poverty reduction, social inclusion, development and gender-based 
violence)?
Question 23
Are child-friendly versions of relevant CPS documents and GC13 easily 
available to children and families?
Question 24
Is there a clearly identifiable focal point within the government (i.e. a 
minister, ministry, department or other suitable body or person) 
mandated to coordinate efforts to prevent and respond to violence 
against children?
Question 25
Does the law ban all forms of violence against all children in all settings
(including at home), clearly including the removal of legal defences, 
and does it ensure effective and appropriate sanctions against 
perpetrators?
Question 26
Have social policies and programmes been established to promote 
optimal positive child-rearing by providing, through integrated 
services, necessary support for the child and for those who have the 
care of the child?
Question 27
Is there a legal and policy framework in place to reduce demand for, 
and access to, alcohol, illegal drugs and weapons?
Question 28
Does the law ensure children’s rights to protection, privacy and dignity 
in the media?
Question 29
Does the law protect children from risks associated with information 
and communication technologies (ICTs) such as the Internet and mobile
phones?

Question 30



Do all State and private childcare institutions, such as schools, 
residential facilities, youth clubs and youth justice settings have 
comprehensive child protection policies and procedures in place to 
promote optimal, positive child-rearing and outline safe, child-friendly 
procedures for reporting and responding to problems?
Question 31
Are there laws setting out a system of monitoring and periodic review 
of positive standards of care and non-violence in State childcare 
institutions? This includes: schools, daycare centres, residential homes,
police custody and justice and penal institutions.
Question 32
Are there legally binding behaviour codes of conduct for professionals 
and state officials who are in direct contact with children, supported by
a system of ramifications for misconduct? This includes: law 
enforcement personnel, teachers, social workers, health professionals, 
personnel in care settings etc.
Question 33
Does the existing law make it mandatory for professionals working 
directly with children to report cases of suspected violence against 
children?
Question 34
Does the law establish complaints mechanisms that are 
child-accessible, free, age-appropriate, disability-conscious, timely and 
effective for all children – as well as concerned adults - to complain and
to seek redress and remedies in cases of abuse, without fear of 
reprisals?
Question 35
Is the child’s right to be heard and to have his or her views taken 
seriously, including for very young children, legally guaranteed at all 
stages of child protection procedures?
Question 36
Are procedures in place, for example standard operating procedures, 
codes of conduct and procedural checklists, to ensure a child rights 
approach to dealing with children passing through the justice system, 
either as victims/survivors, witnesses or alleged offenders?
Question 37
Does the law guarantee the right of children to confidential legal 
advice, medical treatment, and psychosocial and other counselling?
Question 38
Does the law establish an age of consent to medical, psychological and
other treatment which is lower than 18 years?
Question 39



Are policies in place, supported by specialised, quality services, to 
ensure a systematic approach to the recovery and reintegration of 
children who have experienced violence?
Question 40
Does the law require routine post-mortem investigation to determine 
the cause of all child deaths?
Question 41
Has a generous budget been allocated for the implementation of 
legislation and all other measures adopted to end violence against 
children?
Question 42
Is there an effective system for comprehensive and disaggregated data
collection in relation to child protection, accompanied by data analysis 
and wide dissemination of results in the form of regular reports – 
including child-friendly versions of such reports?
Question 43
Is there an independent national human rights institution and/or an 
ombudsperson’s office for children (a statutory body established with 
The Paris Principles, 1993) to ensure independent oversight of laws and
policies and their implementation and enforcement?
Structure Summary
Before proceeding, please provide a brief summary of the answers 
given for this section.
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Related to Process

Question 44
Have there been awareness-raising campaigns on optimal, positive 
child-rearing, combating negative societal attitudes and practices 
which condone or encourage violence, and ending all forms of violence
against children in all settings during the reporting period/last 5 years. 
If yes, please record their number, type and extent of awareness 
raising they have aimed for.
Question 45



Have there been campaigns to sensitise people on optimal, positive 
child-rearing, combat negative societal attitudes and practices which 
condone or encourage violence, and end all forms of violence against 
children in all settings during the reporting period/last 5 years. If so, 
please record proportion of public social expenditure spent on these 
campaigns.
Question 46
Have there been public statements issued by senior government 
officials promoting optimal, positive child-rearing, combating negative 
societal attitudes and practices which condone or encourage violence, 
and condemning all forms of violence against children in all settings 
during the reporting period/last 5 years. If so, please record the 
number of such statements issued since your last report.
Question 47
Have children benefitted from initiatives aimed at awareness-raising 
and empowerment regarding child rights in general - and in particular 
on the right to be heard - during the reporting period/last 5 years? If 
so, please record what proportion of children 
(appropriately disaggregated) have benefited.
Question 47
¿Han resultado beneficiados los niños de las iniciativas que buscan 
concientizar y empoderar en relación a los derechos de los niños en 
general, y en particular a su derecho a ser escuchados, durante el 
último periodo de reporte o los últimos cinco años? De ser así, ¿en qué 
proporción (desagregada adecuadamente)?
Question 48
Have children received accurate, accessible and age-appropriate 
information and empowerment on life skills, self-protection and specific
risks, including those relating to ICTs and how to develop positive peer 
relationships and combat bullying during the reporting period/last 5 
years? If so, please record what proportion of children (appropriately 
disaggregated) have benefited.
Question 49
During the reporting period/last 5 years, have primary caregivers (for 
example mothers, fathers, extended family members, foster parents 
and care givers in residential institutions) participated in training 
programmes on child rights, including: the child rights approach; the 
importance of optimal, positive parenting/child-rearing; and ending all 
forms of violence against all children (disaggregated by geographical 
location and minority status as applicable)? If so, what fraction of 
caregivers has received such training?
Question 50
During the reporting period/last 5 years, have professionals working 
with or for children received both general and role-specific training on 



child rights, including: the child rights approach; the importance of 
optimal, positive child-rearing; and ending all forms of violence 
against all children in all settings? If so, what proportion?
Question 51
Do all pre-service and in-service training programmes for professionals 
working with or for children include mandatory (as opposed to 
optional) content on child rights, including: the child rights approach; 
the importance of optimal, positive child-rearing; and ending all forms 
of violence against all children in all settings? If so, what proportion of 
all pre-service and in-service training programmes for professionals 
working with or for children include such content?
Question 52
Have professionals working with or for children received specific 
training on identifying all forms of violence against children and a child 
rights approach to handling cases of violence against children during 
the reporting period/last 5 years? If so, what proportion of professionals
working with or for children has received such training?
Question 53
Have professionals working with or for children undertaken child rights 
training during the reporting period/last 5 years that was inter-sectoral,
i.e. involving multiple professions in the same training sessions in order
to increase mutual understanding and promote collaborative working?
Question 54
Have there been systematic efforts to collect, analyse and disseminate
(including to children themselves and communities) valid and reliable, 
disaggregated qualitative and quantitative data on the extent and 
impact of all forms of violence against all children in all settings during 
reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 55
Have there been specific research initiatives led and/or supported by 
government departments on the root causes and how to prevent and 
respond to all forms of violence against all children in all settings - 
involving academic institutes, children, NGOs and other key 
stakeholders during the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 56
Have there been specific research initiatives led and/or supported by 
government departments on the impact of optimal, positive 
child-rearing - involving academic institutes, children, NGOs and other 
key stakeholders during the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 57
Have there been specific research initiatives led and/or supported by 
government departments to identify how to prevent factors and 
circumstances which hinder marginalised groups’ access to services 



and full enjoyment of their rights (including indigenous and minority 
children and children with disabilities, among others)?
Question 58
Have there been research initiatives on optimal, positive child-rearing 
and violence against children during the reporting period/last 5 years 
involving the ethical participation of children themselves?
Question 59
Are cities in your country engaging in ‘child-friendly cities’ planning? If 
so, what proportion of your cities is involved in such planning?
Question 60
Are schools (including early childhood education settings) in your 
country engaging in whole school initiatives like ‘Child Friendly Schools’
or ‘Rights Respecting Schools’ to create learning environments which 
promote optimal, positive child-rearing? If so, what proportion of 
schools is engaged in such initiatives?
Question 61
Do new parents (appropriately disaggregated) have access to good 
quality pre- and post-natal support services? If os, what proportion of 
new parents?
Question 62
Do new parents (appropriately disaggregated) have access to good 
quality home visitation from a health worker trained in optimal, 
positive child-rearing and identifying and responding to signs of 
violence against children? If so, what proportion?
Question 63
Do families (appropriately disaggregated) have access to 
community-based counselling and support if and when they face 
difficulties with employment, housing and/or child-rearing? If so, what 
proportion?
Question 64
Do families (appropriately disaggregated) have access to therapeutic 
programmes (including mutual help groups) to assist with challenges 
related to domestic violence, addictions to alcohol or drugs or with 
other mental health needs? If so, what proportion?
Question 65
Has there been a large number of calls received by confidential 
helplines, or contacts made with counselling centres, from child 
victims/survivors of violence during the reporting period/last 5 years 
(appropriately disaggregated)? How many calls or contacts?
Question 66
Are there child victims/survivors of violence who have benefitted from 
child rights-based medical, legal and psychosocial support during the 
reporting period/last 5 years? What proportion is this of all child 
victims/survivors of violence (appropriatelydisaggregated)?



Question 67
Have reports of violence against children been made to the criminal 
justice system, the child welfare system (including the health and 
education sectors) and national human rights 
institutions/ombudsperson's offices during the reporting period/last 5 
years (appropriately disaggregated)? What proportion is this of all 
types of reports made to these bodies?
Question 68
Have reports of violence against children been made to ‘traditional’ or 
‘informal’ justice mechanisms (for example, human rights-respecting 
community mediation bodies) during the reporting period/last 5 years 
(appropriately disaggregated). If so, how many reports?
Question 69
Have any individuals been arrested, adjudicated, convicted or are 
serving sentence for violent crime (including homicide, rape, assault) 
against children in the reporting period/last 5 years? How many people 
per 100,000 population?
Question 70
Have there been formal investigations of alleged incidents of violence 
against children perpetrated by State actors (including teachers, 
school administrations, social workers, law enforcement and other 
officials) resulting in disciplinary action or prosecution in the reporting 
period/last 5 years? How many investigations?
Question 71
Have any law enforcement officials been formally investigated for 
neglect - or not applying due diligence - in relation to reports of 
violence against children? How many?
Question 72
Have there been children who report experiencing violence who pursue
legal action against the perpetrator during reporting period/last 5 
years? How many children?
Question 73
Are decisions taken in relation to all reported cases of violence against 
children systematically recorded with 
appropriately disaggregated information? This includes the decision to 
drop cases, and ‘formal’ and ‘informal’ responses such as investigation 
by the appropriate authorities, mediation, social welfare and 
educational measures, and criminal prosecutions.
Question 74
Have indicators been developed for national and local monitoring of 
optimal, positive child-rearing and violence against children?
Question 75
Have adequate guidance documents been developed and implemented
to support a systematic child rights approach to child protection, for 



example: professional codes of conduct; terms of reference outlining 
clear roles and responsibilities for relevant actors; memoranda of 
understanding to facilitate inter-disciplinary collaboration; and clear 
referral guidelines and flowcharts?
Process Summary
Before proceeding, please provide a brief summary of the answers 
given for this section.
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Question 76
Has there been an impact from the awareness-raising campaigns on 
optimal, positive child-rearing, combating negative societal attitudes 
and practices which condone or encourage violence, and ending all 
forms of violence against children in all settings during the reporting 
period/last 5 years? What has the impact been?
Question 77
Are children, caregivers and professionals working with or for children 
able to identify specific awareness-raising materials that they have 
seen or heard in relation to optimal, positive child-rearing, combating 
negative societal attitudes and practices which condone or encourage 
violence, and ending all forms of violence against children? What 
proportion of children, caregivers and professionals working with or for 
children is able to do so?
Question 78
Has there been an increase in the quality and quantity of positive 
portrayals of children and young people in the media during the 
reporting period/last 5 years, including children with disabilities and 
children from minority groups, and a reduction in the number of 
negative portrayals?
Question 79
Are children being regularly consulted, in an ethical way, on policy and 
programming initiatives to promote optimal, positive child-rearing and 
to end all forms of violence against all children in all settings? This 
includes children with disabilities and children from minority groups.



Question 80
Are disaggregated qualitative and quantitative data, including 
feedback and recommendations from children themselves, easily 
available to decision-makers and is the data being regularly used to 
inform policy and programming initiatives to promote optimal, positive 
child-rearing and to end all forms of violence against all children in all 
settings? This includes data to address barriers faced by vulnerable 
and minority groups in accessing prevention and response services.
Question 81
Are caregivers able to describe a number of positive impacts of 
optimal, positive child-rearing and a number of negative impacts of 
violent and humiliating discipline? What proportion is able to do so?
Question 82
Has there been a decrease in the proportion of children who accept 
violence and humiliation as a means of education or discipline during 
the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 83
Has there been a decrease in the proportion of adults (caregivers and 
professionals, including teachers) who accept violence and humiliation 
as a means of education or discipline during the reporting period/last 5 
years?
Question 84
Are children, caregivers and professionals working with and for children
able to explain what is meant by a child rights approach and how they 
apply this in practice? What proportion of children, caregivers and 
professionals working with and for children is able to do so?
Question 85
Are caregivers and professionals working with and for children able to 
identify a range of indicators of different types of violence against 
children (including psychosocial as well as more ‘obvious’ physical 
indicators)? What proportion of caregivers and professionals working 
with and for children is able to do so?
Question 86
Has there been an increase during the reporting period/last 5 years in 
the proportion of children who know what to do and who to turn to in 
case of any form of violence?
Question 87
Are caregivers and professionals working with or for children able to 
state - accurately, with confidence, and applying a child rights 
approach - what they would do if they identified signs of violence 
against a child? What proportion of caregivers and professionals 
working with or for children is able to do so?
Question 88



Are professionals working with or for children able to correctly identify 
named counterparts in other government and civil society sectors with 
whom they can collaborate to promote optimal, positive child-rearing 
and to prevent and respond to violence against children? What 
proportion of professionals working with or for children is able to do so?
Question 89
Do schools and early childhood education settings which apply a 
‘whole school approach’ (such as ‘Child-Friendly Schools’ or ‘Rights 
Respecting Schools’) to create learning environments which promote 
optimal, positive child-rearing demonstrate a higher pupil and staff 
retention rate, and higher levels of staff, student and caregiver 
satisfaction compared to other schools?
Question 90
Do cities engaged in ‘child-friendly cities’ planning show an increase in 
positive behaviour and a decrease in negative behaviour towards 
children?
Question 91
Have State and non-State services for children undertaken 
participatory evaluations of the quality and impact of their work and 
made efforts to implement recommendations for improvement? Such 
services include those involved in the prevention of, and response to, 
violence against children. What proportion of State and non-State 
services for children has done so?
Question 92
Has there been a positive change in the experience of children passing 
through the education, health, justice and State residential care 
systems, as reported by children themselves during the reporting 
period/last 5 years? For example, children report that they are treated 
with dignity, that their rights are respected, that they are given 
age-appropriate information, that they are listened to and taken 
seriously, and they are not harmed in any way.
Question 93
Has there been a change in levels of violence against children during 
the reporting period/last 5 years, as indicated by statistics from the 
formal and informal justice systems, health, education and social 
welfare sectors, and/or from systematic and regular research and other
relevant sources?
Question 94
When the data on violence against children are disaggregated, do they
indicate inequalities based on the following categories?: a. 
Local/municipal and regional/provincial demographics, b. Gender; c. 
Socio-economic status; d. Ethnicity; e. Immigration status; f. Disability; 
g. Indigenous status; h. Age of parents; i. Education level of parents; j. 
Other factors of discrimination.



Question 95
Has there been a reduction in the number of alleged incidents of 
violence against children perpetrated by State actors (including 
teachers, school administrations, social workers, law enforcement and 
other officials) resulting in disciplinary action or prosecution in the 
reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 96
Has there been any reduction in the number of substantiated cases of 
violence against children per 100,000 children during the reporting 
period/last 5 years?
Question 97
Has there been a reduction in the rate of homicides of children per 
100,000 children during the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 98
Has there been a reduction in the rate of violent crimes (apart from 
homicide) against children per 100,000 children during the reporting 
period/last 5 years?
Question 99
Of all reported child victims/survivors during the reporting period/last 5
years, has there been any decrease in the proportion of children who 
have experienced repeated violence?
Question 100
Has there been any reduction in the number of incidents of sexual and 
gender-based violence (sexual, physical, mental and socio-economic 
violence) and harmful traditional practices during the reporting 
period/last 5 years?
Question 101
Has there been any reduction in the number of incidences of child 
trafficking, including for sexual purposes and exploitative labour during
the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 102
Has there been a reduction in the number of health care facility visits 
(including health centres, doctors’ and nurses’ consultations, hospital 
and emergency room visits) due to violence against children per 
100,000 children during the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 103
Has there been a reduction in the proportion of children not attending 
school due to fear of violence at school or as a result of violence at 
home or in other settings during the reporting period/last 5 years?
Question 104
Has there been an increase in the percentage of child victims/survivors
referred to and benefiting from medical, legal and psychosocial support
services during the reporting period/last 5 years?



Question 105
During the reporting period/last 5 years, has there been a decrease in 
the time taken by authorities to appropriately deal with cases of 
violence against children, for example from the time an incident is 
reported to recovery, reintegration and follow-up?
Question 106
Are there consequences (for example educational and punitive 
responses) for perpetrators of different forms of violence against 
children, and are these outcomes applied consistently, proportionally 
and without discrimination? What are the most common 
consequences?
Question 107
Is there any evidence that the quality of prevention and response 
services and systems has improved in terms of: a. Staff/professional 
training, with respect to both quality and quantity? b. Independent 
monitoring and inspection? c. Equitable access to appropriate and child
rights-based short and long-term services? d. Inter-sectoral referrals 
and communications/records access for interdisciplinary case 
management? e. Support for family reunification?
Outcome Summary
Before proceeding, please provide a brief summary of the answers 
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