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WE STAND TOGETHER TO THANK THE CREATOR 
 
We thank the Creator for this day 
We thank the Creator and the Elders for holding the teachings  
 The Elders have brought forward Songs, Prayers and Advice 
They hold the ceremonies which brings protection. 
They know the ceremony which enables the Great Thunderbird to fly.   
The Great Thunderbird is Red.  It is you.   It is me 
The Great Thunderbird is Black.  It is you.  It is me 
The Great Thunderbird brings strength to Men, to Women 
They in turn protect the young 
 
The Great Thunderbirds bring healing.  They are the strength 
With Songs, with Prayers comes change 
These are the things which connect us to each other, provide strength to our 
communities, which bind us together. 
These are the things which connect us to the flight of the Thunderbird 
These are the things which replace our fear.  Darkness becomes light. 
When the Great Thunderbirds take flight, wind is created 
When the Great Thunderbirds take flight, lightning is flashed across the 
skies.  You will hear the sky rumble.  Prepare yourselves. 
When the Great Thunderbirds take flight the skies are darkened 
When the Great Thunderbirds take flight, the Old People resume their places 
Wind becomes songs, Wind and Lightning becomes prayers 
The teachings of the old people are heard with the Drums.  
Darkness becomes light.  Prepare yourselves. 
 
Songs, Prayers, Advice and Ceremony connect us to the Creator 
These are what make us strong 
The Great Thunderbirds surround the people 
The Great Thunderbirds bring healing and strength 
We stand together today to celebrate the strengths of our ancestors 
We stand together today to honour each other 
We stand together to thank the Creator 
Behold it is a new day 
Behold we are yesterday 
Behold we are today 
Behold with all of these things we are tomorrow! 
 
W. White (Xelimuxw/Kasalid) November 2004 
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In order to provide a safe 
and open environment for 
frank discussion of highly 
sensitive problems, the 
meeting was conducted as 
an “off the record” 
discussion in which 
participants could freely 
offer their observations 
and ideas. Accordingly, 
these notes report 
meeting discussions, 
findings and 
recommendations without 
reference to the 
individuals involved.   

Background 
 
There is accumulating evidence that children all over the word are victimized by violence 
in their homes, their schools, other institutions, and in their communities. Indigenous 
children and their communities are particularly at risk for many forms of violence. 
Evidence demonstrates that these violations of child rights have serious and lifelong 
effects.  
 
The decision of the United Nations to carry out an international study on violence 
against children is an essential step towards the elimination of these child rights 
violations. The greater public, governments and professionals need to recognize the 
origins, manifestations and consequences of violence while acknowledging the 
increasing examples of innovative policies and programs being developed by Indigenous 
peoples in response to family and community violence that merit greater consideration 
in supporting all children at risk for violence and its effects. 
 
In an attempt to inform the UN Secretariat General’s Study on Violence with respect to 
issues affecting Indigenous children and Indigenous solutions to preventing and healing 
violence, the University of Victoria’s, International Institute for Child Rights and 
Development (IICRD), the Aboriginal Liaison Office (ABLO) in partnership with the Cape 
Mudge community organized a Gathering on Quadra Island in British Columbia, Canada 
from Aug 31st - Sept 3rd, 2004. 
 
 
 
The Gathering  
 
An International Gathering focusing on the Prevention of 
Violence against Indigenous Children was held at the Tsa-
Kwa-Luten Lodge on Cape Mudge Kwagiulth Indigenous 
Territory on Quadra Island, British Columbia. 
 
The meeting brought together 47 participants from 
Indigenous communities as well as governmental and 
non-governmental organisations working with Indigenous 
peoples. The purpose of this meeting was to discuss 
issues of violence in order to inform the United Nations 
Study on Violence Against Children of the unique issues 
affecting Indigenous children. Support was provided by 
UNICEF, CIDA, Health Canada, the BC Ministry from 
Children and Family Development, and Indigenous 
communities themselves. 
 
The Quadra Gathering was unique in having the input from local traditional Indigenous 
community leaders and Elders with social knowledge relevant to the prevention and 
treatment of violence against children. This included traditional knowledge in conflict 
resolution, peacekeeping, birth practices, child rearing, and transmission of language 
and cultural practices promoting well - being. Considerable time was spent in preparing 
for the Gathering by meeting with these Elders (See list of participants) in advance to 
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discuss ways in which traditional teachings and 
practices could be drawn upon to create a safe place 
for the meeting, to allow for supportive critical 
dialogue among delegates during the sessions, and to 
strategize on how these traditions could be applied in 
supporting recommendations emerging from the 
deliberations. 

          Co-Chairs:  Philip Cook & Bill White 
 
Adult and child and youth participants from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania joined 
their Canadian colleagues for this gathering, in an attempt to come up with specific 
recommendations regarding Indigenous children for the UN Secretary General’s 
Study. This was achieved by:        
 

??Identifying Root Causes of Violence against Indigenous children and young 
people;   

 
??Exploring Indigenous strengths with special attention to drawing on the 

resilience of Indigenous peoples despite systemic violence and assimilation; 
 

??Discussing how communities could draw on Traditional Values/Practices to 
ensure that their communities were cultural and social “places of safety” for 
their children and youth;  

 
??Identifying strategies for Putting Cultural Assets into Action, including the 

identification of children and youth as key partners with their families and 
communities in ensuring their own protection and well-being;  

 
??Suggesting Guiding Principles to put these interventions into practice; and 

 
??Sharing “Good” Interventions that could be used to benefit children from all 

sectors of society. 
 
Setting the stage for the days ahead, the Assu family, Kwagiulth hereditary Chiefs of 
Cape Mudge, honoured and welcomed participants through traditional ceremonies that 
embody child supportive rituals of Indigenous culture. This traditional format was then 
reinforced through the opening and closing of each day with traditional prayers and 
advice from the traditional specialists, including young people. 
 
The gathering began with an overview of the objectives and proposed outline of the 
U.N. Study on Violence against Children.  
 
Participants were asked to help provide an Indigenous peoples’ perspective on the 
planning for the forthcoming U.N. Study.  
 
This provoked much discussion with respect to how and where input from Indigenous 
viewpoints should be made.   
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Strong concerns were raised regarding: 
 
??The study being defined and organized in excessively Western terms, 

overlooking conditions, particularly socio-political agents of violence, 
and perspectives that are essential to understand and address violence 
against Indigenous children, young people and their communities. This 
would be especially prejudicial to traditional communities whose world view, 
values and social organization often differ from Western and national models.  

 
??The study being organized according to types of abuse. Participants 

pointed out that the various types of abuse are often interdependent as they 
often stem from a common experience of assimilation and colonization targeted 
at the entire Indigenous community. Thus, classifying violence by types rather 
than by etiology risks: 

1. Losing awareness of the essential connections between the different 
forms of systemic violence; 

2. Causing recommended interventions to address symptom rather than 
their underlying causes, hence providing a “band-aid” approach; and  

3. Highlighting localized intra-familial and immediate community violence 
while ignoring less overt but even more damaging forms of 
institutionalized violence such as discriminatory dominant government 
policies.   

 
 

Participants recommended that it would be far more productive to organize 
the U.N. Secretary General’s Study to reflect: 
 
??The etiology of problems ;  
 
??The ecology of childhood that incorporated the relationships of children with 

family, peers, community, local governance in the context of their traditional 
lands and broader society; and  

 
??A separate section focusing on Indigenous children and young people to ensure 

that the  unique etiology of violence against Indigenous    
children and young people was understood.  

 
 
 
Root Causes of Violence 
 
To better understand issues of violence against 
Indigenous children and youth, participants looked  
first at the root causes of violence within Indigenous 
communities.  
 
Violence connected to social and cultural alienation is 
especially acute among most Indigenous communities   Siikaurag Whiting & Kristen Alexander 
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“Gifts of the 
ancestors 
constantly reveal 
their value for a 
new time. 
Traditional people 
do not make lists of 
infractions to be 
corrected, but 
actively show 
children the way to 
move together with 
their whole 
community.”         

as a result of long histories of institutionalized ethnic discrimination and oppression often 
intended to eliminate their cultural identity.  
 
In the Canadian experience, for example, governments and Christian churches operated 
residential schools for Indigenous children that deliberately broke down all elements of 
Indigenous identity and imposed a Euro-western culture, language and Christian faith.  
These programs continued until recently and were designed to eliminate Indigenous 
cultures, languages, religions and the relationships between children and their parents 
and other members of their community. This combined with the abuse and neglect 
experienced by many of the children in these systems, introduced multi-generational 
trauma, grief and an erosion of Indigenous ways of knowing and being that are still 
causing high rates of child and family violence today.   
 
Indigenous delegates from Africa, Asia, Latin America and Oceania shared similar 
experiences, and it was noted that such policies of discrimination and cultural disruption 
have fueled deeply entrenched feelings of alienation that have transcended generations 
and often play themselves out in intra-community and intra-family violence against 
children.   
 
Because the deliberate oppression of governments and economically dominant groups 
against Indigenous communities has been so devastating, participants felt that any 
successful approach to reducing violence against Indigenous children must acknowledge 
and redress the fundamental role of discriminatory violence over generations past and 
present. Delegates also felt that the burden of cultural suppression and related 
exploitation weighed more heavily on children in Indigenous communities than in most 
others, thus creating an extremely important source of direct and indirect violence 
against them that the U.N. Study needs to understand and should therefore 
devote a special section to Indigenous children.    
 
 
 
Strengths of Indigenous Peoples 
 
In recognizing the special etiology and ecology of violence  
against Indigenous children, participants noted that it was  
equally important to note the unique etiology and ecology of 
social and individual resilience to that violence.  
 
Prior to colonization, Indigenous communit ies had effective 
systems to support children and young people within their 
communities – the fundamental value of these teachings can be 
seen today as evidenced by the resilience of Indigenous peoples.  
Living through these discriminatory experiences has led many Indigenous communities 
to reclaim and redefine their cultural values, old knowledge and practical wisdom to 
foster these essential coping and resiliency skills among their children.  
 
An important insight emerging from the Quadra discussions was that while there are 
widespread problems with respect to community violence, there also exist local seeds 
for resolving them that flow from the wealth of Indigenous culture. Such seeds are often 
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found growing in the intergenerational relationships and programs connecting Elders 
and young people.   
 
Indigenous peoples values, skills and survival draw on cultural resources that must be 
preserved and encouraged, for by drawing on these strengths, Indigenous communities 
will be able to create “places of safety” for their children. 
 
To ensure healthy self-esteem and prevent self-denigrating cultural 
alienation that leads to violence, participants expressed the need for children, 
families and communities to: 
 
??Re-establish respect,  first of all for children, but also for and between adults.  
 

In South Africa, many traditional chiefs play an important role preserving 
respect within their communities and mediating family and other 
problems, as well as in initiating children into the society, and teaching 
them the values and behaviors required to earn respect from their 
community and get along well within it.   
 
In Indigenous communities in Canada, Elders play a key role in the 
guidance of children and children in turn are taught to help Elders and 
actively learn from their example.  This balance of giving and receiving 
ensures that children are seen as valued and contributing members of 
community whilst ensuring they receive guidance and love from the 
wisest members of the community.  

 
??Recognize Indigenous peoples as the best decision makers for 

Indigenous children and young people ideally with equal influence over 
resources, legislation and programming.  Too often, non-Indigenous peoples, 
governments and organisations continue to define violence as experienced by 
Indigenous children and roll out programs intended to redress this violence. 
Whilst cooperation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples is 
considered essential to ensuring the safety and well being of Indigenous children 
and young people, the affirmation of Indigenous peoples as the best decision-
makers and caregivers for Indigenous children was viewed as essential.  

 
??Acknowledge that Indigenous peoples often have inequitable access to 

resources and address this dynamic in any study of violence involving 
Indigenous children, young people and families.            

 
    
 
Indigenous Values/Practices Protecting Children 
 
Participants broke into groups to look at these strengths and identify the embedded 
cultural assets that Indigenous communities bring to the protection of children against 
violence. This exercise revealed several cross cutting themes regarding the assets of 
Indigenous communities.  
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“If you want to help 
us… 
Give us a chance to 
speak… 
Take the time to hear 
us… 
Take the time to 
understand us… 
Give us a chance to 
speak and learn as 
children, youth, 
daughters and sons, as 
human beings and as 
people…”  

Youth delegate       

 
The identified cultural assets  included:  
 
??The realization of fundamental 

interdependence, both between 
children, their families, communities 
as well as with the land and the 
natural and spiritual world. Children 
are not isolated individual units who fend 
for themselves; instead they are integral       Shanyaa Assu’s ceremonial dance 
parts of communities and a harmonious  
link to nature and spirit.        

 

??Language and traditional narratives are a source of identity and that 
help guide children and families in celebrating their gifts whilst reminding of 
them of their responsibilities. Supporting this traditional knowledge helps to 
reduce cultural alienation and the violence it generates.  

 
??Indigenous peoples are best positioned to be reflective of past 

teachings to critically inform contemporary care of children whilst also 
considering the impacts of their decisions for today’s children on the 
generations to follow. 

 
??Young Indigenous peoples hold important insights 

into the current challenges facing children, and 
their meaningful participation in designing and 
delivering community programs is essential. 

 
??Extended families are a powerful source of 

protection, providing children with a multiplicity of 
caregivers and sources of counsel and intervention.  

   
??Children have rights as well as responsibilities and 

it is this balance that helps position them as key members 
of community deserving of respect, and honour. It also 
provides a foundation for their development and 
education as they learn and become contributing 
members of their societies. 

 
??Ceremonies, restorative justice models and other social and personal 

systems being used to dispel tension and conflict before it erupts into 
violence and aid in the restoration of community peace and harmony 
once violence has occurred.        

  
 
 
Putting Cultural Assets into Action 
 
Participants discussed what Indigenous communities and others could do to make these 
cultural assets more useful in practice.  
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Seven strategies were identified as a basis for cultural action to protect 
children in Indigenous communities. These included: 
 
??Affirm Indigenous peoples as the best decision makers and caregivers 

for Indigenous children – not just the deliverers of Euro-western designed 
programs and systems of care. 

 
??Respect the diversity of Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples and 

their respective history, languages, environments, spirituality and cultures; 
 
??Mobilize and engage the community to best address child, youth and family 

issues;  
 
??Engage child, youth and parents in defining problems and generating 

solutions. 
 
??Involve Elders and other cultural specialists with knowledge on 

childrearing and peacekeeping, and support their direct interaction 
with children, youth and families; 

 
??Work to ensure that land and resource rights and self-government 

agreements consider children, young people and their families both now 
and into the future. 

 
??Identify and change current support systems that do not support the 

well being of Indigenous children, young people and families. 
 

 
 

Guiding Principles for Practice 
 
In addition, the following Guiding Principles for practice were developed by a 
working group tasked to bring together key aspects of the meeting.  

 
 
Child protection is everyone’s responsibility.  
 
While the social and historical predisposing factors of violence against 
children were emphasized, that does not relieve us of the responsibility 
for addressing the problem. We need to begin with honest recognition 
that such violence exists in our communities and accept the responsibility 
for dealing with it.  
 
We have to do something now; apathy is one of the biggest agents of 
violence. We need to make wise use of existing community assets for 
child protection, but we also need to recognize that communities can 
collude to deny and hide violence against children.   
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Such violence may be due to trans-generational experience; children and 
teenagers may not be getting the respect they need because their 
parents and grandparents were also raised without respect, and do not 
have before them positive models of child raising to follow.  * If they 
themselves do not know what it is like to be held, comforted, protected 
and listened to, how will they pass on what they do not know?  * How 
will today’s children and youth learn if they do not have positive models 
of care and respect?  * How can their needs be known if they do not 
have a voice to protest abuse?  * How will their situation of violence 
change if it is not considered “normal” to talk about the problem?  
 
 
Cultural values can be the basis of reconciliation. 
 
The existence of problems of violence does not suggest the absence of 
community strengths. Indeed, the identification of strengths holds 
potential for leveraging them to redress problems identified by the 
community. Disruption between culture and community dislocates assets 
from processes to redress problems.  
 
Where community has managed to remain intact, children have been 
better protected. In this period of great transformation, many protective 
aspects of traditional culture have been stripped away. The question now 
is how to restore or replace them as we evolve through different and 
rapidly changing times.  The process of doing that should focus on 
“reconciliation”, rather than on “healing”, which implies recovery from 
pain and disease or trauma.  Pain should not be our identity - who we 
are, even if it is a reality or our situation.   
 
We should call on our traditional values to guide us through change into 
the future, not seek to return to an imagined past. The teachings of our 
ancestors are ultimately about the process of knowledge and how to go 
about applying it; they are not about static rules. That knowledge is  of 
use to everyone, and its loss would be a loss for all. Reconciliation will 
make it available for everyone.  
 
 
Process is important.    
 
Communities are not uniform, and therefore no one approach or program 
can be expected to fit all. Each is in the best position to understand its 
own problems and its own assets for solving them. Everywhere, however, 
powerful, passionate, committed people are required to spark necessary 
change, not only in our own communities, but also in government and 
society as a whole.  The processes used to promote change are 
extremely important, more so than particular objectives of the moment. 
Therefore, we need to talk more about those processes and how we can 
make use of them.  
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Cultural diversity is essential to human rights.  
 
There are some general issues that deserve greater attention.  The UN 
Study into which we are to make input is not culturally neutral. It risks 
following in the way of other human rights discussions in which 
Indigenous people have been asked to compromise too much in order to 
accommodate the predominantly Euro-American ideas and language in 
which existing instruments are framed. The result can be damaging to 
our cultures and values and it erodes the integrity of our world-views.   In 
regards to violence in our communities, we need a separate conversation 
among Indigenous peoples in which we can discuss what we collectively 
share as ways of knowing and being and what we can insist upon as 
collective standards and rights.  
 
Human rights instruments need to be better attuned to accommodate 
cultural diversity, and that would involve departing from the single 
predominating language system in which rights are internationally 
expressed. They must better accommodate differences of world-view. For 
example, the child as a self-contained unit is not imaginable to many 
Indigenous and other cultures; to them, there can be no such thing as a 
child separate from community. Human rights laws based on the 
assumption of an autonomous self simply are not intelligible and logical to 
all. There are also differences in how we understand culture. To 
Indigenous peoples, culture is what we are—our very social structure—
while in Western view it is often regarded as something people do, and 
therefore a matter of option.    
 
The Indigenous members of the group believe that rights discourse for 
Indigenous people must stress responsibility as a necessary corollary of 
rights. Rights are not natural entitlements, but rather products of mutual 
respect based on functioning relationships between people. There is an 
urgent need for the authors of the UN Study to better 
understand how rights and responsibilities are related in our 
Indigenous perspective.   
 

 
The issue raised in the above paragraphs—the relationship between rights and 
responsibilities—provoked considerable discussion. Some non-Indigenous participants 
coming out of a human and child rights tradition took exception to the notion that 
children’s rights “are not natural entitlements” but are related to responsibilities within 
an Indigenous perspective. The Indigenous participants held firm on this issue, pointing 
out that in traditional cultures children’s responsibilities are not burdens but 
opportunities for learning, social inclusion and vehicles of community respect. This led to 
the question of how the responsibilities of Indigenous children and youth should be 
conceptualized. The following list of essential responsibilities was drafted by a small 
group of Indigenous youth and adopted by the participants. The participation of 
Indigenous youth in social responsibility is an important cultural asset that helps 
Indigenous cultures to survive and that reduces violence against children.      
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Youth take responsibility. 
 
The Guiding Principles set down by 
the youth included the responsibility 
of youth: 
   
??To Respect one’s self; Body, 
 mind, and collectively  
 
??To share;    Stan Williams and Daniele Hurley 
 
??To care for nature and the environment; 
 
??To make connections for inclusiveness and inter-       
     connectedness; 
 
??To invite Elders into one’s life; Including to articulate needs to them 

 
??To seek knowledge and understanding; To become informed for     
     better advocacy 
 
??To carry on community; Including my departing from traditional  
     practice to innovate when necessary 

 
 
 
“Good” Interventions 
 
The meeting highlighted several Indigenous community programs as successful 
examples of action to prevent or reduce violence against Indigenous children. It was 
noted that they dealt with rights and issues of individuals within the context of their 
community while at the same time taking into consideration important socio-economic 
aspects of these problems.  A social ecological approach was used in identifying entry 
points of violence prevention and treatment “good practice” at the level of: 
 

??Adolescent & Youth;  
??Family; and  
??Community Interventions. 

 
 
RedWire, Aboriginal Youth Media was highlighted as a “good” 
adolescent & youth intervention.  

 
Stan Williams (Mohawk) and Daniele Hurley (Ojibwa) presented the work 
of RedWire, a Vancouver based youth led organization that supports 
young Indigenous discussion, expression, and action on issues relating to 
Indigenous child and youth via various media. This takes the form of 
community participation activities with street children, sexually exploited 
children, and children experiencing violence. The lived experience of 
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these children and their peers is then translated into child and youth led 
advocacy, and critical dialogue through speech, music, expressive arts 
and the Internet. (see www.redwiremag.com). A central feature of 
RedWire’s work is aimed at helping young Aboriginal people reclaim the 
media, a tool that has often presented distorted and negative perceptions 
of Indigenous peoples, in defining their own lives. RedWire has recently 
helped form a sister organization called Knowledgeable Aboriginal Youth 
Advocates (KAYA), whose aim will be to help street involved Aboriginal 
young people speak out on issues affecting them, and use their voices to 
influence local decision making. Stan and Daniele presented various 
examples of how RedWire is actively promoting CRC Articles 12 (right to 
participation), 17 (Indigenous child’s right to the media), 19 (right to 
protection form violence and abuse), 34 (right to protection from sexual 
abuse and exploitation), and 30 (Indigenous child’s right to language 
religion and culture). 
   
 

New Zealand (Aotearoa), Family Group Conferencing (FGC) was 
highlighted as a good family intervention. 
 

Dr. Cindy Kiro (Maori), New Zealand’s Children’s Commissioner described 
the Family Group Conferencing Model (FGC).  Originally developed 
in New Zealand by the Maori, the Family Group Conferencing process has 
spread worldwide and is now known by several different names, including 
family group decision-making and family unity meetings. FGC began in 
the field of child protection and youth justice, but is now being used in 
mental health, education, and domestic violence. The key features of FGC 
are preparation, information giving, private family  time, agreeing on a 
plan and monitoring and review. In an FGC the family is the key decision 
maker. A wide definition of family applies including extended family, and 
close and concerned friends and neighbours. The plan developed by the 
family (including the child) is evaluated by legal professional with respect 
to safety and legal issues, and resources may be procured to help 
implement the plan. FGC has dramatically reduced the incidence of 
domestic violence against children in New Zealand and is now being 
applied in Canada, South Africa, Thailand and the USA. 

 
 

Circles of Care and Helping Kids Alaskan Style were highlighted as 
good community interventions. 
 

Leslie du Toit and Montoeli Mota (Batlokwa) (CYCAD) shared their 
experiences with the Circles of Care: Community Support for 
Children Affected by HIV/AIDS  project where CYCAD, South Africa 
and IICRD, University of Victoria have been working since 1999. The 
project seeks to promote and protect the rights of children by involving 
young people in partnerships that strengthen systems of local Indigenous 
governance in two South African Provinces, the Free State and Eastern 
Cape. The Circles of Care program is unique in its approach to identify 
and rebuild supportive aspects of vulnerable children’s local social ecology 
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at the level of the child, his or her peers, extended family, community 
and cultural leaders. The project applies a participatory action research 
model based on helping children and their caregivers assess problems 
and assets, analyze rights vio lations and supportive networks, and 
develop and implement local action plans in partnership with local 
government. The project has had considerable success in supporting the 
rights of vulnerable children in strengthening local protective social 
mechanisms and creating safe spaces for orphans and other vulnerable 
children, reducing the number of children dropping out or being expelled 
from school, and scaling up in the Free State at the level of municipal 
governments. One of the strongest partnerships established over the 
course of the Circles of Care program has been the alliance forged 
between children and elders. This relationship arose from a mutual 
concern over the perceived breakdown of traditional cultural initiation 
ceremonies for boys, locally referred to as “Mountain Schools. As a result 
of this shared concern, youth and elders have developed community child 
rights programs on the theme of “rediscovering healthy rituals”.  
 

 
Mathew Turner and Siikaurag Whiting (Inupiak) presented on the 
Helping Kids Alaskan Style – Initiative for Community 
Engagement (ICE) which grew from the work of the SEARCH Institute’s 
research on the effectiveness of assets, or strengths, based approaches 
to support children’s resilience. Alaska ICE has been introduced across 
Alaskan Indigenous communities through local School Boards, and has 
had widespread and significant success in reducing child and adolescent 
risk and reducing the incidence of child abuse and family violence. The 
project involves working with children, and local caregivers in identifying 
personal, family, community, and cultural assets that can be 
strengthened in helping promote young people’s full and healthy 
development.   

 
 
 
Summary 
 
Discussion of these good interventions or best practices led to the 
understandings that: 
 
 

??The reduction of violence against children in Indigenous 
communities clearly involves broad approaches that recognize the 
individual, social, political and economic etiologies of that violence; 

 
 
??Violence against children should not be attributed only to 

historically determinants. All families and communities that have suffered 
from social and economic abuses do not abuse their children. Individual and 



 

Prevention of Violence Against Indigenous Children: Proceedings from An International Gathering 

17

family responsibility cannot be ignored, for it is not acceptable by either 
traditional or modern values to abuse children; and  

 
 
??Indigenous peoples from different parts of the world share many 

commonalities, and that the U.N. Study should consider that in organizing 
a section related specifically to violence against Indigenous children.    

 
 
 
Recommendations for Follow up to the Gathering 
 
After discussing the root causes of violence, Indigenous strengths and assets, 
mobilization strategies and best practices in preventing violence against Indigenous 
children, the participants recommended several courses of actions. These included the 
request that:  
 

1. Letters be sent to the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and the 
Secretariat and NGO Advisory Panel for the UN Secretary General’s 
Study on Violence against Children, conveying the meeting’s 
suggestions for the Study of Violence Against Children, including the 
request for a separate section on Indigenous children and young 
people.  

 
2. A separate study on Indigenous children and young people be 

undertaken in order to reflect the implementation of the CRC in 
respective states whilst providing focused recommendations to 
improve the situation for Indigenous children, young people and their 
families and communities. A suggestion, consistent with the 
recommendations of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child 
Day of General Discussion on Indigenous children. 

 
3. A continuing consultative process be organized and funded to ensure 

meaningful Indigenous community input into the U.N. VAC Study.  This 
process would facilitate groups providing information from studies, reports or 
lived experience of Indigenous children.  

 
4. A draft report of the meeting be prepared and circulated to a key group 

of participants, along with a copy of the raw notes, for their input.  A final report 
making use of that input would then be prepared for circulation to the 
participants and to pertinent and interested organizations and agencies.     
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Specific Recommendations to the Secretariat and the NGO 
Advisory Panel for the UN Secretary General’s Study on 
Violence Against Children 

 
 

1. The Study should incorporate and respect non-Western terms, values, 
orientations, and social organizations, including those relevant to and 
representative of Indigenous peoples and cultures. 

 
2. The organization of the Study should recognize that the forms and types of 

violence against children (i.e., physical, psychological, psychosocial, and sexual) 
often co-mingle or are related to one another, and reveal only part of the 
information needed to understand and prevent violence; that the etiology and 
cultural context of violence are of greater importance and must be appreciated.  

 
3. Violence against children should include consideration of the cultural ecology of 

childhood, historical and present violence against the community, extra and intra 
community institutional violence, as well as violence against specific individuals 
at intra-familial and community levels.  

 
4. Violence associated with social and cultural alienation, oppression and 

degradation of minority cultures (e.g., Indigenous peoples) by majority cultures, 
deserves attention.  

 
5. Indigenous culture, language and religion are key factors in violence prevention 

thus, Article 30 of the CRC needs greater promotion in preventing violence 
against Indigenous children. 

 
6. Violence interventions - prevention and correction -- should be supported, 

constructed, and applied primarily at the community level where the values and 
assets of the community and its culture(s) can be brought to bear.  

 
7. Interventions to prevent and overcome violence should give emphasis to 

identifying and applying individual, family, community and cultural assets. 
 

8. Cultural assets of Indigenous communities, should be given attention in the 
Study, including respect for: 
??Fundamental interdependence between people in a society and between 

societies and nature. 
??Identity and roots established and sustained by language and traditional 

narratives. 
??Extended family membership and support. 
??Child participation in acts of responsibility serving family and community. 
??Ceremonies that promote reduction of tension and conflict, and healing 

 
9. The Study will be served by respecting the following Indigenous culture 

principles:  
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??Child protection is everyone’s business – those responsible for social and 
historical predisposing factors to the community/culture and those living 
in the community 

??Cultural values and assets can be the basis for reconciliation and 
guidance toward change for a better future  

??Constructive processes by powerful, passionate, committed persons 
within the community must be supported in finding approaches and 
programs that fit the community, no single approach or program will be 
right for every community  

??Responsibility is a necessary corollary of human rights – which are the 
products of mutual respect based on functioning relationships between 
people 

 
10. Deliberations at the international, regional, and national level should incorporate 

Indigenous representatives and an Indigenous stream as integral to the 
processes  
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Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

 

 

Media Coverage 

The International Gathering On Preventing Violence Against Indigenous Children 
attracted considerable media coverage.  
 

??Dr. Philip Cook was interviewed on CBC French Radio and for the local 
Victoria paper. 

??Chief Kim Recalma-Clutesi and Dr. Cindy Kiro were interviewed on CBC 
Radio, and  

??The Times Colonist, a paper serving Victoria and all of Vancouver Island, 
printed 2 front page articles, one featuring Prince Mota and the traditional 
welcoming ceremony hosted by the Assu Family, and another featuring youth 
delegates Stan Williams and Daniele Hurley, as well as a front page local 
section article profiling the Chair of the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child Jaap Doek, and New Zealand’s Children’s Commissioner Dr. Cindy Kiro. 
Jaap held up the gathering as a possible model to be used elsewhere to 
address issues of violence against Indigenous children.  

 
Dr. Cook and William White, the conference co-chairs also traveled to Paris following the 
gathering to present information from the gathering to UNESCO and the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples. 



Full Text of News Articles 

 

South African Prince will 
travel under serpent's 
protection 
QUADRA ISLAND (September 2, 2004/ Canada) 
-- South African tribal Prince Montoeli Mota had 
never been out of his Batlokwa territory until he 
flew to B.C. this week to talk about a problem 
common to indigenous peoples around the 
globe.  
 
But before he could get down to the business of 
talking about violence against indigenous 
children, his hosts gave him a little something to 
keep him safe on his journey and once he 
arrives back home.  

 

Adam Dick, hereditary chief of the Qawadiliqala 
or wolf clan of Vancouver Island's Kwagiulth 
people, hung a hand-carved Sea-Sa-Youth 
around his neck as part of a traditional 
protection ceremony. 
 
Legend has it the double-headed serpent's 
power will pass to whoever conquers it. But the 
symbolism of the Sea-Sa-Youth rite to open a 
child protection conference was not lost on the 
29-year-old prince. 
 
"As he gave me that, I felt I was going to be 
taking part of this island, this country and 
sharing it with (my) people, with the children," 
Mota said. 
 
"I've always had a problem with children who 
have been abused. I love children. It's great to 
be here. I'm going to get some information I am 
going to be able to take home." 
 
Child-protection advocates from around the 
world, from India to Guatemala, are attending 
the conference at the Tsa-Kwa-Luten Lodge on 
Quadra Island's Cape Mudge reserve. 
 
Participants in the four-day gathering that began 
Tuesday night include Dutch university professor 
Jaap Doek, chairman of the United Nations 
Committee on the Rights of the Children; Cindy 
Kiro, a Maori who serves as New Zealand's 
children's commissioner; bureaucrats from 
B.C.'s Child and Family Development Ministry; 
and aboriginal representatives. 
 
The conference, in the traditional territory of the 
Kwagiulth people, is hosted by University of 
Victoria's International Institute for Child Rights, 
its Centre for Global Studies, and Aboriginal 
Liaison Office. 

 

 

 
 
Mota said he felt at home immediately despite it 
being his first trip away from his territory, a 
mountainous region of about 60,000 hill tribe 
people about three hours by car east of 
Johannesburg. His home territory is about the 
same size as Quadra Island. 
 
He didn't start out pursuing a career in child 
protection. He was studying travel and tourism 
at a technical college, when along came Lesley 
duToit, who had been special adviser on children 
and youth from 1995-99 to South African 
Welfare Minister Fraser Moleketi under former 
president Nelson Mandela. She managed the 
inter-ministerial committee on children and 
youth at risk. 
 
The committee's purpose was to get orphans 
outof prison and transform the child and youth 
care system in South Africa. The problem was 
that once the children were released, they had 
no place to go or system in place to help them. 
In the early post-apartheid days, black children 
were still not given the same care as white 
orphans, who enjoyed a structured support 
system. DuToit estimates there were 800 black 
children aged seven to 18 in prison. 
 
"It was hard-core prison," she recalled. Corporal 
punishment was the common method of 
disciplining many children, not just the orphans. 
 
DuToit, director of the South Africa's child and 
youth care agency, developed the project Circles 
of Care in areas adjacent to Mota's Batlokwa 
region. She went to his father, King Lekunutu 
Mota, who took to the idea and appointed his 
son in 2002 to oversee the Batlokwa Circles of 
Care project. He now has 29 volunteers and co-
ordinates a fun and food program. 
 
The program to feed orphans and provide them 
with toys began with 20 children and now has 
165. Seeds and plots of land are provided to the 
children's guardians to produce vegetables, half 
of which they turn over to the project. 
 
"I get a lot of time to go into the community, to 
talk to the children," said Mota, who will 
eventually become king.  
The married father of a two-year-old boy, he 
enjoys playing with the orphans, though his 
upbringing differed markedly from the orphans, 
many of whom are HIV positive and have been 
abandoned. They are now cared for by relatives 
or neighbours. 
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Two fought free from cycle of 
abuse: Now they battle to 
keep youth off the streets 
QUADRA ISLAND (Canada/ 2004.09.03) -- 
Questions remain about who is the better 
basketball player -- Daniele Hurley or her 
partner Stan Williams.  
Not only have they beaten the odds in rekindling 
their youthful love of the sport, but in many 
ways it is remarkable the two have found each 
other. They took different paths from opposite 
ends of the country, but both ended up on the 
streets. Now, they try to show young people 
another way.  
 
Hurley and Williams are taking part in a 
University of Victoria-sponsored conference on 
prevention of violence against indigenous 
children. Hurley led a discussion Wednesday on 
sexual abuse and exploitation.  
 
"Every individual in our community has gifts and 
abilities and I think when you are allowed to 
realize them, you can be a whole person," 
Williams said.  

Academics, caregivers, government 
representatives and a United Nations official are 
discussing ways to address violence against 
indigenous children. Williams and Hurley are 
among the youngest and bring first-hand stories 
of abuse.  
 
Williams, 27, was born in Hope to a Caucasian 
mother and Blackfoot father. She has had little 
contact with her father and moved to 
Vancouver's east side with her mom as a pre-
schooler. On the surface, she seemed to have a 
normal upbringing after her mother married a 
man from Northern Ireland.  
 
She went to Catholic private schools from 
Grades 5 to 9 and excelled in volleyball, track 
and field and especially basketball. That was 
until, at the start of Grade 9 when peer pressure 
got the best of her and she shoplifted, of all 
things, a shirt from a Salvation Army store.  
 
Someone squealed, she was thrown off the 
basketball team and suspended from school. Her 
relationship with her parents deteriorated. "All 
hell broke loose," Hurley recalled.  
 
She left home and there were foster homes, the 
streets and then the clubbing where she fell in 
love with a guy twice her age who became her 
pimp. He took care of her needs and in return 
she provided sexual services to clients in Victoria 
and Hawaii.  
 
She fell into the life, she believes, because she 
had "no sense of belonging, no sense of family." 
She was confused about her aboriginal heritage 
and needed love despite having a foster family 
that to this day continues to support her.  

Hurley doesn't refer to  herself as a former 
hooker, prostitute or sex trade worker. "I was 
sexually exploited for nine years of my life," she 
said. But she got out and is programs and 
services director for PEERS Vancouver, an 
organization dedicated to helping others leave 
the sex trade. She uses the word transformation 
to describe her life the last three years.  
 
Williams, 28, also uses the word, though his 
story is different. His mother was Six Nations 
Mohawk, his father Aniishnabe. They split soon 
after his birth with his sister going with the 
mother and he and two brothers with his father 
to Sault Ste. Marie, Ont.  
 
But times were rough for his dad, who had 
health challenges and tough memories of a 
native residential school upbringing. The boys 
ended up in foster care where some homes were 
adequate and some not. He stayed at one point 
with the same foster parents his dad had.  
 
Like Hurley, he had that sense of not belonging 
but, unlike his partner of 10 months, Williams is 
more willing to use terms such as systemic 
racism and cultural genocide.  
 
Though he loved playing high school basketball, 
he dropped out in Grade 10 for a life of boozing 
and petty crime. He later hooked up with his 
artist father in Winnipeg, took up native painting 
and found his way to Vancouver, where he met 
Hurley two years ago. But, like his partner, he's 
discovering what he believes he lost in his 
youth. He is also working through the abuse he 
suffered and looking for ways to help native 
youth.  
 
He is youth project co-coordinator for Redwire 
Native Youth Media and participated in the 
United Nations workshop on indigenous youth 
and children, recently in Geneva. He is also 
working on a project involving youth and 
urbanization with UVic's International Institute 
for Child Rights and Development.  
The couple live with Hurley's four-year-old 
daughter and work in Vancouver. 
 
UVic's conference, at a resort on the Cape 
Mudge reserve, continues today with discussion 
including a package of final recommendations to 
be presented to the United Nations.  
- - -  
YOUTH CHALLENGES  
Some points from a presentation Wednesday by 
Cindy Blackstock of the First Nations Child and 
Family Caring Society of Canada to the 
International Gathering on Preventing and 
Combating Violence Against Indigenous 
Children:  
 
- Between 22,500 and 28,000 First Nations 
children are in the care of the Canadian child 
welfare system, three times the number that 
attended residential schools in the 1940s  
 
- Chances of a First Nations child going into child 
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welfare care are one in 17 compared with non-
aboriginal children of 1 in 200.  
 
- According to government of Canada data, the 
number of First Nations children in care on 
reserves increased by 71.5 per cent nationally 
between 1995 and 2001.  
 
- Three of five aboriginal children under the age 
of six years live in poverty.  
 
- Aboriginal youth are 11 times more likely to 
misuse solvents and the average age of initial 
use is nine years.  
 
- Of youth in prison, 78 per cent are aboriginal.  
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N.Z. expert 'appalled' by 
aboriginal ID cards 

QUADRA ISLAND (Canada/ 2004.09.03) -- Cindy 
Kiro overcame tough barriers in her journey 
from poor Maori child growing up in Auckland to 
PhD holder and New Zealand children's 
commissioner. 

The 46-year-old married mother of two grown 
sons knows what it's like to be an underdog. She 
fights everyday for disadvantaged children and 
there's probably very little that she hasn't seen 
or that surprises her. 

But even she was taken aback by a few things 
she learned about Canada's aboriginal peoples 
while attending an University of Victoria-
sponsored conference this week on prevention of 
violence against indigenous children. 

For instance, she couldn't believe Canada's so-
called status Indians are issued identification 
cards that classify them as such, a practice New 
Zealand never undertook. 

"It's appalling," said Kiro, who along with her 
PhD has a masters in business administration. 
"Surprising in a civilized society." 

As well, she found it odd that child custody 
cases are heard in two different courts, B.C. 
Supreme Court when the issue is divorce and 
provincial court when the matter is non-divorce 
custody such as child apprehension. The level of 
court as well as other factors determines how 
much of a say children get in their own custody 
cases. 

The issues indirectly tie into the topics that were 
under discussion at the international conference, 
which dealt with matters such as youth, family 
and community intervention in cases of violence 
toward indigenous children. 

Kiro, who is the only Maori among the country's 
autonomous, parliamentary-appointed 
commissioners, is responsible for ensuring the 
rights of all New Zealand children from birth to 
age 18 but she is an unabashed champion of 
minority kids, such as from Maori, Pacific 
Islander or new immigrant families as well as 
those who face health or mental challenges. 

It's no secret that social problems go hand in 
hand with poverty and that violence can often 
be spin-off of addictions, unemployment or 
disruption of culture and sense of belonging as 
has been the case with indigenous families both 
in Canada and New Zealand. 

While her country never had residential schools 
and most Maoris are urban dwellers, the white 
majority in New Zealand threatened their culture 
as much as the authorities did in Canada with 
laws that, for example, forbade their language in 
schools, a statute that is now long since been 
revoked. 

And still, Kiro found her way out of that 
oppression, the only one of her five younger 
siblings to get a degree - in fact she has three. 

"It was simple," she said. "It was education." 

And, she added, it was working harder and 
being more aggressive, not unlike what women 
had to do to push ahead with feminist rights. 

What she leaves behind after four days of the 
conference are some of her experiences in 
dealing with indigenous children, strategies such 
as family conferences, which allow blood 
relatives to find solutions to violence based on 
cultural traditions and not outside experts. B.C. 
has experimented, but such a mechanism is not 
widespread yet. 

As well, she talked to the conference about 
indigenous schools where children are taught 
their language, culture and responsibilities 
toward others. 

What she takes home is "a far greater 
knowledge of what goes on in British Columbia," 
where she sees as many similarities as she does 
differences with her country's indigenous 
children. 

The conference, which drew more than three 
dozens participants from government, social 
work and academics, ended Friday. 
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The International Institute for Child Rights and 
Development will now publish an in-depth report 
on findings and recommendations, which will go 
to the United Nations overall study on violence 
against children commissioned by the UN 
secretary general. It is due to be published 
sometime in 2006. 

Watching closely as well as participating this 
week was the chairman of the UN committee on 
the Rights of the Child, Jaap Doek, a professor 
of family and juvenile law at the Vrye 
Universitait in Amsterdam and a founding 
member of the International Society for 
Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. 

"What intrigues me is the characteristics specific 
to indigenous children," he said. 

He learned a great deal this week about the 
strength of the aboriginal community, how 
despite other issues there is a respect of elders 
by youth. That despite the socio-economic 
problems they face due to outside influences on 
their heritage, he said. 

"What is the special attention that should be 
given to indigenous people around the world?" 
he asked, referring to solutions in dealing with 
violence toward children. 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is 
about 15 years old and it has articles relating to 
indigenous children but specific discussions 
around the cultural uniqueness of native children 
such as at this week's conference are now 
getting more attention. 

 

 

 

 

Though this was an international conference, it 
would not have been able to accommodate 
representatives from all 192 nations that are 
signatories to the convention. So, Doek hopes 
this conference will encourage other regions, 
such as Latin America, to hold talks that 
examine the issues around child violence as 
specific to them. 

PUBLICATION: Times Colonist (Victoria, Canada)  
DATE: 2004.09.04   EDITION: Final  
SECTION: News   PAGE: F1 / Front  
BYLINE: Gerard Young  SOURCE: Times Colonist  
DATELINE: QUADRA ISLAND  

 
 

 

 


