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APPENDIX 3:  GC19 Program of Development Team (GC19 Core Working Group, Expert 
Advisory Panel,  GC19 Focal Group of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child), and 
Executive Committee 
  
The GC19 Project has four primary bodies supporting its development:  
(1) A Core Working Group, responsible for advising regarding the principles and plans, and for 
constructing the draft for GC19.  
(2) An Expert Advisory Panel, responsible for reviewing and advising GC19 principles, plans, and 
construction. 
(3) The GC19 Focal Group of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, made up of members of the 
Committee, which consults with the GC19 project to guide it toward fulfillment of the expectations of the 
Committee.    
(4) The Executive Committee for the GC19 Program of Development, composed of the Chairs and Vice-
Chairs of the Core Working Group (WG).   
 
Core Working Group  
Sue Bennett; Director Child & Youth Protection Program, Children's Hospital of Eastern Ontario, 
Associate Professor Pediatrics and Psychiatry, University of Ottawa (Chair of WG) 

Karuna Bishnoi; UNICEF, India Country Office; 73 Lodi Estate, New Delhi - 110003 
India  

Philip Cook; Executive Director, International Institute for Child Rights and Development, Centre for 
Global Studies, University of Victoria, BC, Canada (Vice-Chair of WG) 
 
Jaap Doek; Immediate Past Chair, UN Committee on the Rights of the Child; The Netherlands 
 
Evelyn Eisenstein, MD, DrSc, Associate Prof of Pediatrics and Adolescent Medicine; University of the 
State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  

Danya Glaser; Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist Department of Child and Adolescent Mental Health, 
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, London, England (Vice-Chair of WG) 
 
Stuart Hart; Deputy Director; International Institute for Child Rights and Development, Centre for Global 
Studies, University of Victoria, BC, Canada (Chair of WG) 
 
Patricia Ip; Child Protection, Hong Kong  
 
Ravi Karkara; Child Participation Specialist; UNICEF NYHQ 
  
 Fadheela T. Al- Mahroos; Associate Professor – College of Medicine & Medical Sciences - Arabian Gulf 
University (AGU) Manama – Kingdom of Bahrain 
 
Dr.Tufail Muhammad; Chairman Child Rights and Abuse Committee, Pakistan Pediatric Association; 
Pakistan 

Joan van Niekerk; National Coordinator, Childline South Africa 
 
Lia Saralidze;  Ex. Dir.  Public Health and Medicine Development Fund of Georgia 
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Kimberly A. Svevo-Cianci, Child Rights and Protection Consultancy; Batavia, IL USA 
 
Gaby Taub: MSWL; Territorial Correspondent for Paris, Children's Ombudsman of France 
 
 
GC19 Expert Advisory Panel  
 
 
Assefa Bequele; Executive Director, The African Child Policy Forum, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
 
Susan L. Bissell; Chief, Child Protection; Associate Director, Programme Division; 
UNICEF NYHQ 
 
Elizabeth Protacio-De Castro, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, University of the 
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
 
Dr. Saisuree Chutikul; Former Minister to the Office of the Prime Minister, Thailand 
Former Member of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
 
Gary Melton; Professor & Director, Institute on Family & Neighborhood Life, Clemson 
University, Clemson, SC, USA  
 
Marta Santos Pais, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Violence Against Children, 
UNICEF NYHQ  

Marcus Stahlhofer, Human Rights Specialist, Child and Adolescent Health; WHO -World Health 
Organization, Geneva, Switzerland 
 
GC19 Focal Group of the Committee on the Rights of the Child 
 
Yanghee Lee, Republic of Korea 
Sanphasit Koompraphant, Thailand 
Maria Herczog, Hungary (Focal Group primary liaison with the Working Group for GC19) 
Rosa Maria Ortiz, Paraguay 
Moushira Khattab, Egypt 


